
 
 
  

Report to:  

 

 
South Cambridgeshire District 
Council Planning Committee  

  29 September 2021 

Lead Officer:                 

 

 

Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development  
 

 

 
 

S/2553/16/CONDH – Ward Linton / Parish Linton  

(Land Off Horseheath Road) 

Proposal: Submission of details required by condition 12 (foul water drainage) of 
planning permission S/2553/16/OL for outline planning application with all matters 
reserved for up to 42 dwellings and allotments (not less than 0.45 hectares) 
 
Applicant: Croudace Homes 
 
Key material considerations: Foul Water Drainage and Neighbour Amenity 
 
Date of Member site visit: N/A 
 
Is it a Departure Application?: No 
 
Decision due by: 29 September 2021 
 
Application brought to Committee because: The application is one that in the opinion of 
officers, in consultation with the Chair and Vice-Chair, should be determined by Committee 
because of special planning policy considerations, the complexity of the application, the 
application is significant and / or of strategic importance to an area beyond both specific site 
and parish 
 
Presenting officer: Karen Pell-Coggins 

 

Addendum report 

 

Consultation- paragraph 10 of original report 
 
1. Anglian Water 
 

Foul Water Comments:  

 



 

We can confirm that after visiting the area we discovered our asset map was 
incorrect, as the resident correctly states. We have carried out an investigation 
of this part of the foul network and have now corrected our asset records. We 
have also re-assessed the application based on the submitted documents and 
our updated records, our capacity assessment concludes that the foul only 
network has capacity to receive the additional foul flows from the development 
proposal. 

 
Surface Water Comments:  

 
We have been involved in discussions with residents, Linton Parish Council 
and the LLFA regarding the recent flooding. The flooding was caused by 
surface water. Surface water enters our foul only network which causes 
surcharging. This surface water should not be in the foul system, and on new 
major development sites we work with and rely on the expertise of the LLFA 
as they are the statutory body for surface water management. This 
development site is not proposing to connect the surface water into Anglian 
Water assets, we therefore cannot comment on the suitability of the surface 
water proposals, this is the responsibility of the LLFA.  

 
 

Representations from members of the public- paragraph 1 of 
update report 
 
2. A further representation has been received from the occupier of No. 36 

Lonsdale which was copied to members and is summarised as follows: - 
i) The representation should read ‘The location of the sewers on the plan is 
incorrect. There are 2 manhole covers on the property, there is a link from 
manhole 0700 to 9703, and the route marked to the south east of 0700 does 
not exist with the sewer instead running under the property and onwards to 
Bakers Lane.’ 
ii) The response from Anglian Water is based on the currently proposed 
surface water drainage scheme which does not require use of Anglian Water 
assets and is only valid if approved. 
iii) Infiltration has only ever been the “preferred” option and may not be 
feasible.   
iv) Lonsdale flooded on 20 July. The facts of the event need to be determined 
before a decision is made.  

 
 

Planning Assessment – paragraphs 27 and 30 of original report 
 
 
3. The strip of land to the west of the site is owned by South Cambs and 

permission was been granted in March 2020 for an easement across this land 
for the foul drainage system to link to the manhole in Lonsdale.  

 



4. A new plan has been drawn by Anglian Water showing the accurate route of 
the public foul water drain from the manhole in Lonsdale to Bartlow Road. This 
will be shown in the committee presentation.  

 
5. Surface water is currently proposed via infiltration into a basin on site and  

permeable paving. Anglian Water will be reconsulted if this method of surface 
water drainage changes.  

 
6. Policy CC/9 of the Local Plan sets out a drainage hierarchy for surface water 

drainage as follows: - 
i. Firstly, to the ground via infiltration; 
ii. Then, to a water body; 
iii. Then, to a surface water sewer; 
iv. Discharge to a foul water or combined sewer is unacceptable. 
This policy seeks to ensure that the development would not be at risk of 
flooding and would not increase the risk of flooding to the site and surrounding 
area.  

 
7. Evidence was submitted by the Parish Council and residents with regards to 

the flood event on 20 July 2021 that showed that the development site may 
have contributed to the flooding of Lonsdale through the basin being 
overwhelmed and water being pumped into the public sewer network.  

 
8.  The Lead Local Flood Authority has advised that the basin appeared to have 

been overwhelmed by silt and debris from the site that impeded the ability of 
the water in the basin to infiltrate into the ground. Measures have been taken 
as follows to avoid a repeat event:-  
i) Construction of a temporary drainage channel along the edge of the 
temporary site entrance.  

ii) Construction of a temporary trench to create a soakaway at the end of the 
drainage channel.  

iii) Materials moved away from water channels to mitigate risk of silt and sand 
being washed into the basin.  

iv) Clearance of on-site gullies from site debris on ongoing monitoring 
throughout construction.  

v) Emergency sand bags filled and stored on site.  

vi) Planned installation of French drains around site compound.  

vii) Concrete blocks installed along road boundary of infiltration basin to catch 
any residual silts that may be flowing in surface water.  
The site should be monitored by the Local Planning Authority.  

 
9.  It has further advised on the basis of the current surface water drainage 

scheme and the submission of additional information, that once adequate 
construction management practices are implemented and the basin has been 
fully and properly constructed, it should function as designed and contain all 
surface water up to the design event (1 in 100 year plus 40% climate change). 
An additional 300 mm freeboard has been allowed for around the final basin to 
contain additional flows in the event of a more extreme event. The basin would 
be vegetated. A bund would be constructed to ensure that any overflow is 



contained within the site. The sediment forebay would contain any silts and 
debris.  

 
10. Whilst it is acknowledged that the scheme has not been approved to date, it 

demonstrates that infiltration is likely to be a suitable method of surface water 
drainage for the site.  

   
11. Anglian Water have investigated the impact water being pumped into the 

public sewer network and have concluded that no further action is to be taken.  
  

Report Author:  

Karen Pell-Coggins – Senior Planning Officer 
Telephone: 07704 018456  
 


